CONSTITUTION OF THE
COUNCIL OF CHURCHES
OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Adopted as revised by the General Meeting
of the Conference of Churches of Western
Australia, 17" November 2001. Further
amended on 21%* January 2003, under
direction from the Ministry of Fair Trading, in
order to comply with the Act. This affected
the wording of section 24 only.

The name of the organisation was changed
to the Council of Churches of Western
Australian (Inc) at the Annual General
Meeting of April 2003.

Further amendment was made on 21%
October 2007 to change the objects by the
insertion of clause 5K.

Amended by the Annual General Meeting of
28" March 2009 to revise clause 6 and 17
in particular and remove the appendix one.

All former drafts of the Constitution are
superseded by this document.

1. NAME

The name of the organization shall be
The Council of Churches of Western
Australia Inc (CCWA Inc).

2. DESCRIPTION

The Council of Churches of Western
Australia Inc is an Association of
Christian Churches or related Christian
bodies, which exists to promote a closer
unity among Christians in Western
Australia, according to the
commitments, purposes and objects of
the Constitution.

3. BASIS
The Council is based on the
acknowledgement of the Lord Jesus
Christ as God and Saviour as
witnessed to by the scriptures and in
the life of the Church, and on the
readiness of the Churches to Ffulfil

together their common calling to the
glory of the one God, Father, Son and
Holy Spirit.

COMMITMENTS

We commit ourselves to:

a The unity of the Church

b Sharing the faith of Christ together

¢ Worshipping together

d Engaging in dialogue and discussion

with each other

Praying together

Respecting one another's Church

doctrines, disciplines and traditions

g Recognising the multicultural and
multi-ethnic nature of Christian
communities in Australia

h  Being an ecumenical Christian voice
in WA,

. PURPOSES AND OBJECTS

a To discover and celebrate in prayer
and worship the unity the Member
Churches have in Christ that the
world might believe.

b To enrich all Member Churches
through the sharing of faith, hope
and love, and in this way to lead to a
deeper commitment by all to Christ
and His Kingdom.

c To foster in the Member Churches a
vision of Christian unity.

d To provide a forum for discussing
the concerns of Member Churches.

e To establish and maintain
relationships with other ecumenical
agencies in Australia and overseas.

f To assist communication among
Member Churches.

g To faciltate common action or
collaboration by the Churches in
witness and service.

h  To be the servant of and responsible
prophet to the Churches.

i To call the Churches to prayer for
the unity Christ wills by the means
that He wills.

j To engage in appropriate welfare or
charitable activities for those in
need.

k to provide ecumenical chaplaincy
services in hospitals, prisons and
other institutions as appropriate.
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MEMBERS

The General Secretary shall keep
and maintain a Register of Member
Churches, Member Congregations,
Associates and Friends, in which
shall be entered the Ffull name,
address and date of entry of each
Member Church, Member
Congregation, Associate Member
and Friend. The Register shall be
available for inspection and copying
by Member Churches, Member
Congregations, Associate Members
and Friends upon request.

Churches willing to accept the Basis
and Purposes and Objects of the
Council and to co-operate in
fulfiling its purposes through
providing financial and participative
support may apply for Membership
of the Council as Member Churches.

Single congregations of Churches
consisting of many congregations,
which members are eligible to be
Member Churches but are not
Member Churches, may apply for
membership as Member
Congregations.

Churches or Congregations which
do not have credal statements
within their traditions and therefore
finds it difficult to subscribe formally
to what appears to it to be a
written credal statement in the
Basis may apply for and be elected
to membership provided that the
church or Christian community
demonstrates by its life and conduct
that it upholds the spirit of the
Basis.

Churches may be elected to
Membership of the Council on the
affirmative vote of three-fourths of
those attending at any meeting of
the Council , PROVIDED THAT the
application has been considered by
the Executive, and application and
report given to each Member Church
at least two calendar months before
the Council votes on the application
for membership.

f A Member Church or Member

Congregation shall cease to be a
Member of the Council upon its
Head or other proper officer of the
Church giving notice to the Council
of its resignation from the Council;
or upon the General Meeting
resolving, pursuant to a
recommendation of the Executive
made after consultation with the
Heads of other Member Churches,
and proper officers of other Member
Churches and Member
Congregations to terminate the
relationship with that Member
Church or Member Congregation. .

Upon a Member Church or Member
Congregation ceasing to relate to
other Member Churches and
Member Congregations through the
Council the General Secretary shall
make in the Registry an entry
recording the date upon which the
Member  Church or  Member
Congregation ceased to so relate.
Twelve calendar months after
notification of such entry into the
register, it will be deemed that the
membership of the Member Church
or Member Congregation has lapsed.

7. ASSOCIATES
Associates of the Council shall be:

Churches which are not yet admitted, or do
not wish to be admitted, to Membership but
which nevertheless support the Purposes
and Objects, and are willing to participate in
the work of CCWA, and pay the Associate
Membership Fee

Christian Associations sympathetic to the
Purposes and Objects of the Constitution,
willing to participate in the work of CCWA,
and pay the Associate Membership Fee.

8. FRIENDS

Friends of the Council shall be individuals,
Churches or Associations who wish to
provide support by other means to the
Council, and who pay the appropriate level

Fee.






